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In the annals of contemporary literature, Jessica Scott Kerrin's novel "The
Things Owen Wrote" stands as a luminous masterpiece, captivating
readers with its poignant examination of family bonds, the fluidity of
memory, and the profound impact of words. First published in 2017, this
critically acclaimed work has garnered widespread recognition for its
masterful storytelling and profound themes that resonate deeply with
audiences.

Through the intertwining narratives of three generations, Kerrin weaves a
complex tapestry of familial relationships, secrets, and the enduring power
of written language. The novel's central characters, Owen, Maureen, and
Kate, embark on a poignant journey of self-discovery and reconciliation,
navigating the complexities of love, loss, and the legacy we inherit.
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Character Analysis

Owen: The Enigmatic Patriarch

Owen, the patriarch of the family at the heart of the novel, is a complex and
enigmatic figure. His written words, scattered throughout the narrative,
provide tantalizing glimpses into his inner world and the secrets he carries.
As readers piece together Owen's fragmented memories and cryptic
writings, they are drawn into the labyrinth of his mind, grappling with his
struggles, desires, and the profound loneliness that haunts him.

Maureen: The Haunted Daughter

Maureen, Owen's daughter, grapples with the weight of her father's legacy
and the unresolved traumas that shape her present. Through her
perspective, readers witness the lasting impact of childhood wounds and
the relentless pursuit of a past that continues to elude her. Maureen's
journey is a poignant exploration of the complexities of grief, forgiveness,
and the search for a sense of belonging.

Kate: The Unraveling Narrator

Kate, Maureen's estranged daughter, serves as the novel's narrator,
delving into the fragmented history of her family through Owen's writings
and her mother's fragmented memories. As she pieces together the puzzle
of her family's past, Kate's own identity becomes intertwined with the
secrets and stories she uncovers, challenging her understanding of herself
and her place within the family lineage.
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Themes and Motifs

The Power of Words

Throughout "The Things Owen Wrote," Kerrin explores the profound power
of language, both as a means of connection and a source of isolation.
Owen's written words, whether in the form of letters, journals, or poems,
become a conduit for expressing unspoken emotions, preserving
memories, and shaping the lives of those around him. However, the novel
also delves into the ways in which words can be manipulated, distorted,
and weaponized, highlighting the importance of discerning the truth amidst
the complexities of human communication.

The Fragility of Memory

Kerrin deftly portrays the fallibility and fluidity of human memory, weaving a
narrative that shifts between past and present, reality and imagination. The
characters' memories are unreliable, fragmented, and constantly evolving,
shaping their perceptions of the past and influencing their actions in the
present. As the narrative progresses, readers are challenged to question
the reliability of memory and the ways in which our past experiences
continue to shape our present.

The Search for Identity

At its core, "The Things Owen Wrote" is a poignant exploration of the
human search for identity and belonging. The characters embark on
journeys of self-discovery, grappling with the complexities of family, love,
and loss. Through their struggles and triumphs, they come to a deeper
understanding of who they are and where they belong, ultimately finding a
sense of peace and acceptance amidst the chaos of life.



Literary Style and Writing Techniques

Non-Linear Narrative Structure

Kerrin employs a non-linear narrative structure, deftly weaving together the
perspectives of multiple characters and shifting between past and present
timelines. This fragmented approach mirrors the disjointed nature of
memory, creating a sense of uncertainty and intrigue that keeps readers
engaged. The non-chronological storytelling forces readers to actively
piece together the puzzle of the family's history, enhancing their
understanding of the characters and the themes.

Lyrical Language

Jessica Scott Kerrin's writing is characterized by its lyrical beauty and
evocative prose. She paints vivid sensory descriptions that transport
readers into the world of her characters, creating a rich and immersive
reading experience. The language flows effortlessly, drawing readers into
the emotional depths of the narrative, leaving a lasting impression on their
hearts and minds.

Exploration of Family Dynamics

Family is at the heart of "The Things Owen Wrote," with Kerrin exploring
the intricate dynamics and complexities that shape familial relationships.
The novel delves into the complexities of parent-child bonds, sibling rivalry,
and the secrets that families keep hidden from one another. Kerrin's
nuanced portrayal of family relationships resonates deeply with readers,
evoking emotions of love, longing, and the enduring power of familial
bonds.

Critical Acclaim and Literary Significance



"The Things Owen Wrote" has received widespread critical acclaim, with
reviewers praising its profound storytelling, lyrical prose, and exploration of
universal themes. The novel has been recognized with numerous awards
and accolades, including the 2018 Kobo Emerging Writer Prize and the
2019 Rogers Writers' Trust Fiction Prize. Kerrin's work has also been
featured in prestigious literary journals and publications, solidifying her
place as a leading voice in contemporary literature.

A Timeless Masterpiece

"The Things Owen Wrote" is not merely a novel but a timeless masterpiece
that transcends its pages. It is a meditation on the power of words, the
fragility of memory, and the enduring nature of familial bonds. Jessica Scott
Kerrin's poignant storytelling and lyrical prose create a reading experience
that lingers in the mind long after the last page is turned.

Jessica Scott Kerrin's "The Things Owen Wrote" is a captivating and
thought-provoking novel that explores the complexities of family, the power
of words, and the fluidity of memory. Through its multifaceted characters,
lyrical language, and non-linear narrative structure, Kerrin invites readers
on a journey of self-discovery, reconciliation, and the enduring legacy of
human relationships. As a literary masterpiece, "The Things Owen Wrote"
continues to resonate with readers worldwide, offering a profound and
unforgettable reading experience.
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