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The Royal Australian Navy (RAN) has a proud and distinguished history
that dates back to 1901, when the six Australian colonies federated to form
the Commonwealth of Australia. The RAN played a vital role in the defence
of Australia during the Boer War and World War |, and has since gone on to
become a respected and formidable force on the global stage.
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The Boer War

The Boer War (1899-1902) was a conflict between the British Empire and
the Boer republics of the Transvaal and the Orange Free State. The war

was fought over control of the Boer republics' gold and diamond mines, and
resulted in a British victory.
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Australian troops fought alongside the British in the Boer War.

Australia sent a contingent of troops to fight in the Boer War, and the RAN
provided naval support. The RAN's involvement in the war was limited, but
it did provide valuable experience for the fledgling navy.
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World War |

World War | (1914-1918) was a global conflict that involved all of the major
powers of the time. The war was fought on land, sea, and air, and resulted
in the deaths of millions of people.
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HMAS Sydney was a light cruiser that served in the RAN during World War I.

Australia played a significant role in World War |, and the RAN made a

major contribution to the Allied war effort. The RAN's involvement in the war
included:
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Escorting troop convoys to Europe and the Middle East

Patrolling the Indian Ocean and the South Pacific
Blockading German ports
Supporting the Allied landings at Gallipoli

Fighting in the Battle of Jutland
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The RAN's performance in World War | was highly praised by the British
Admiralty. The RAN's ships and sailors were well-trained and disciplined,
and they played a vital role in the Allied victory.
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The RAN fleet in World War | included battleships, cruisers, destroyers, and
submarines.

The Interwar Years

The interwar years (1919-1939) were a time of great change for the RAN.
The navy expanded rapidly in the years following World War I, and it
acquired a number of new ships and submarines. The RAN also developed
new tactics and doctrines, and it began to play a more active role in
regional affairs.
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In 1939, the RAN was a modern and well-equipped navy. It was ready to

play a major role in the defence of Australia in the event of another war.
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The RAN fleet in 1939 included battleships, cruisers, destroyers, and submarines.

World War Il

World War Il (1939-1945) was the most destructive war in human history.
The war was fought on a global scale, and it involved all of the major
powers of the time.
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Australia played a significant role in World War Il, and the RAN made a
major contribution to the Allied war effort. The RAN's involvement in the war
included:
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RAN troops landed in New Guinea in 1942.

= Escorting troop convoys to Europe and the Middle East

= Patrolling the Indian Ocean and the South Pacific

= Blockading German and Japanese ports

= Supporting the Allied landings in North Africa, Italy, and France
= Fighting in the Battle of the Coral Sea

= Fighting in the Battle of the Philippine Sea

The RAN's performance in World War |l was highly praised by the Allied
navies. The RAN's ships and sailors were well-trained and disciplined, and

they played a vital role in the Allied victory.
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The Post-War Years

The post-war years (1945-1991) were a time of great change for the RAN.
The navy downsized rapidly in the years following World War 1l, and it
acquired a number of new ships and submarines. The RAN also developed
new tactics and doctrines, and it began to play a more active role in
regional affairs.

HMAS Australia was the flagship of the RAN in the post-war years.

In 1991, the RAN was a modern and well-equipped navy. It was ready to
play a major role in the defence of Australia and the promotion of peace
and stability in the region.
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