Of Kith and Kin: Revisiting Oberon Modern
Plays' Seminal Anthology

In the annals of American theater, the Oberon Modern Plays anthology
stands as a towering achievement, showcasing a brilliant constellation of
playwrights who revolutionized the landscape of modern drama. Published
in 1955, this groundbreaking collection brought together 10 groundbreaking
plays that challenged conventions, sparked intellectual debate, and left an
enduring legacy on the stage.

A Tapestry of Voices: The Playwrights of Oberon

The Oberon Modern Plays anthology was the brainchild of Samuel French,
a renowned publisher known for his unwavering support of contemporary
theater. Under the editorial guidance of Arthur Ballet, the collection featured
an eclectic mix of playwrights who defied categorization, each bringing their
unique voice and perspective to the stage.
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* Samuel Beckett: Irish playwright and Nobel laureate, known for his
absurdist masterpieces such as "Waiting for Godot" and "Endgame." *
Jean-Paul Sartre: French philosopher and playwright, exponent of
existentialism, whose play "No Exit" explores the themes of freedom,
responsibility, and the boundaries of the human condition. * Eugene
lonesco: Romanian-French playwright, a pioneer of the Theatre of the
Absurd, whose play "The Lesson" satirizes the decadence of modern
society. * Harold Pinter: British playwright and Nobel laureate, renowned
for his enigmatic and unsettling works such as "The Birthday Party" and
"Betrayal." * Tennessee Williams: American playwright, one of the most
celebrated figures of the 20th century, known for his lyrical and emotionally
charged dramas such as "A Streetcar Named Desire" and "Cat on a Hot Tin
Roof." * Arthur Miller: American playwright, Pulitzer Prize winner, whose
plays delve into the social and political issues of his time, including "Death
of a Salesman" and "The Crucible." * John Osborne: British playwright, a
leading figure of the Angry Young Men movement, whose play "Look Back
in Anger" gave voice to the disaffected youth of post-war England. * Luigi
Pirandello: Italian playwright and Nobel laureate, known for his exploration
of identity, illusion, and the boundaries of reality in plays such as "Six
Characters in Search of an Author." * Federico Garcia Lorca: Spanish
playwright and poet, a master of surrealism and symbolism, whose play
"Yerma" explores the themes of infertility and passion. * Jean Anouilh:
French playwright, a proponent of the Theatre of the Absurd, whose play
"Antigone" reinterprets the classic Greek tragedy in a contemporary
context.

Thematic Explorations and Artistic Innovations

The plays in the Oberon Modern Plays anthology showcased a wide range
of thematic concerns, reflecting the turbulent and transformative period of



the mid-20th century.

* Existentialism: Several plays delve into existentialist themes, exploring
the nature of human existence, free will, and the search for meaning in a
seemingly meaningless universe. * Absurdity: The Theatre of the Absurd
is well-represented, with plays that highlight the inherent absurdity and
meaninglessness of life, often through surreal and illogical situations. *
Social and Political Commentary: Many plays engage with social and
political issues, criticizing societal norms, exposing injustice, and
challenging the status quo. * Psychological Depth: The plays explore the
complex inner workings of the human psyche, delving into the realms of
trauma, desire, and the subconscious. * Meta-Theatricality: Several plays
experiment with meta-theatrical devices, blurring the boundaries between
fiction and reality and exploring the nature of the theatrical experience
itself.

Critical Reception and Lasting Impact

The Oberon Modern Plays anthology was met with both critical acclaim and
controversy. Some critics hailed the plays as groundbreaking and
transformative, while others dismissed them as pretentious and
incomprehensible.

Despite the mixed initial reception, the anthology has stood the test of time,
becoming an essential text for students, scholars, and theater practitioners.
The plays continue to be performed worldwide, inspiring new generations
of artists and sparking critical debates about the nature of drama and its
role in society.

Legacy and Influence



The Oberon Modern Plays anthology has had a profound influence on the
development of modern drama, both in the United States and
internationally.

* Expansion of Theatrical Landscape: The plays in the anthology
expanded the boundaries of what was considered acceptable for theatrical
performance, challenging traditional notions of form, content, and style. *
Inspiration for New Playwrights: The anthology served as a catalyst for a
new generation of playwrights, who were inspired by the bold experiments
and innovative techniques showcased in the collection. * Influence on
Theatre Education: The plays have become essential texts in theater
education programs, providing students with a comprehensive
understanding of the history and evolution of modern drama.

Oberon Modern Plays remains a seminal anthology in the canon of modern
drama. lts collection of groundbreaking plays from a diverse group of
playwrights has left an enduring legacy on the stage, challenging
conventions, sparking intellectual debate, and inspiring generations of
theater artists. The anthology stands as a testament to the transformative
power of theater and its ability to provoke, unsettle, and illuminate the
complexities of the human condition.

Cover of Oberon Modern Plays anthology, featuring a vibrant and abstract
design.
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Samuel Beckett, renowned Irish playwright and Nobel laureate, known for
his absurdist masterpieces.

[view image]

Jean-Paul Sartre, French philosopher and playwright, exponent of
existentialism.
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Harold Pinter, British playwright and Nobel laureate, renowned for his
enigmatic and unsettling works.
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Arthur Miller, American playwright, Pulitzer Prize winner, whose plays delve
into the social and political issues of his time.
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John Osborne, British playwright, a leading figure of the Angry Young Men
movement.
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Luigi Pirandello, Italian playwright and Nobel laureate, known for his
exploration of identity, illusion, and the boundaries of reality.
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Federico Garcia Lorca, Spanish playwright and poet, a master of
surrealism and symbolism.
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Jean Anouilh, French playwright, a proponent of the Theatre of the Absurd.
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