
Girl On Da Block: The Story of Renita
Burgess, Advocate for Youth Empowerment
: A Champion for Youth

Amidst the bustling streets of Chicago's South Side, Renita Burgess
emerged as a beacon of hope for countless marginalized youth. Her
unwavering commitment to empowering young people has earned her the
moniker Girl On Da Block, a testament to her deep-rooted connection with
the community she serves. Through her tireless advocacy, Renita has
become a nationally recognized figure, inspiring and motivating others to
invest in the future of our youth.
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Growing Up in the Trenches

Renita's own childhood experiences shaped her determination to make a
difference. Growing up in a low-income neighborhood plagued by violence
and poverty, she witnessed firsthand the challenges faced by young
people. The lack of opportunities and support systems left many feeling
hopeless and vulnerable. Determined to break this cycle, Renita vowed to
provide a lifeline for those who needed it most.
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Transforming Lives Through Education

Recognizing the power of education to uplift and empower, Renita founded
Girl On Da Block in 2006. This non-profit organization provides
comprehensive academic support, mentoring, and leadership development
programs for girls and young women of color. Through after-school tutoring,
college readiness workshops, and community outreach initiatives, Girl On
Da Block fosters a safe and nurturing environment where young people can
thrive.

One of the organization's signature programs is the Young Women's
Leadership Academy. This program empowers young women to develop
their leadership skills, build self-confidence, and become agents of change
in their communities. Through a curriculum that emphasizes public
speaking, advocacy, and community engagement, participants gain the
tools and knowledge they need to make a positive impact.

Addressing the Root Causes of Violence

Beyond providing educational support, Renita is deeply committed to
addressing the root causes of violence that disproportionately affect youth
of color. She understands that trauma, poverty, and systemic racism
contribute to the cycle of violence, and she works tirelessly to dismantle
these barriers.

Through the Girl On Da Block Peace Warriors program, Renita provides
conflict resolution training, peace education workshops, and mentorship
opportunities for youth who have been impacted by violence. The program
aims to empower young people with the skills and resources they need to
break free from the cycle of retaliation and build a more peaceful future for
themselves and their communities.



A Voice for Social Justice

Renita's advocacy extends beyond her organization's direct programming.
She is a vocal proponent of social justice reforms that address the
underlying causes of violence and inequality. She regularly testifies before
government committees, speaks at conferences and universities, and
engages with policymakers to advocate for policies that support youth and
communities of color.

Renita is also a co-founder of the National Black Women's Justice Institute,
a national organization that works to end violence against Black women
and girls. She firmly believes that true empowerment requires addressing
intersectionality and fighting for the rights of all marginalized communities.

Recognition and Impact

Renita's unwavering dedication and impactful work have earned her
numerous accolades and awards. In 2016, she was named a White House
Champion of Change for her commitment to youth violence prevention. She
has also received the Jane Addams Award for Social Change, the Martin
Luther King Jr. Humanitarian Award, and the Congressional Black Caucus
Foundation's Phoenix Award.

Girl On Da Block has also been recognized for its transformative impact. In
2015, the organization received the prestigious Reebok Human Rights
Award, which honors individuals and organizations that work to promote
human rights and social justice through sports.

Legacy and Inspiration

Renita Burgess's legacy as Girl On Da Block extends far beyond the
organization she founded. She has inspired countless young people to



believe in their own potential and to strive for a better future. Her
unwavering belief in the power of hope, education, and community has
empowered a generation of youth leaders and change-makers.

As Renita Burgess continues her tireless advocacy, she remains a beacon
of hope for marginalized youth and a powerful voice for social justice. Her
story serves as a testament to the transformative power of one person's
unwavering commitment to making a difference in the world.

Girl On Da Block is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. To learn more about
their work and how to support them, please visit their website at
www.girlondablock.org.
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Play We Now On Christmas Violin Christmas is a heartwarming
Christmas carol that celebrates the birth of Jesus Christ. The song is
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