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Don Garcia of Navarre;
Or, the Jealous Prince. A
Heroic
Comedy in Five Acts.

Don Garcia of Navarre, or The Jealous Prince, is a Jacobean revenge
tragedy written by John Fletcher and first performed in 1622. The play tells
the story of Don Garcia, a young prince who is consumed by jealousy and
ultimately driven to madness and violence. Don Garcia is a complex and
tragic character, and the play explores the destructive power of jealousy

and the dangers of unchecked ambition.
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Character Analysis

Don Garcia

Don Garcia is the protagonist of the play and a complex and tragic
character. He is a young prince who is intelligent, ambitious, and
passionate. However, he is also consumed by jealousy, which ultimately
leads to his downfall. Don Garcia is a victim of his own emotions, and he is
unable to control his destructive impulses.

Marcelia

Marcelia is the love interest of Don Garcia and a beautiful and virtuous
woman. She is kind, compassionate, and intelligent. However, she is also
torn between her love for Don Garcia and her loyalty to her husband, Duke
Alphonso. Marcelia is a strong and independent woman, but she is
ultimately unable to escape the tragic fate that befalls her.

Duke Alphonso

Duke Alphonso is the husband of Marcelia and the rightful king of Navarre.
He is a wise and just ruler, but he is also a suspicious and jealous man.
Duke Alphonso is suspicious of Don Garcia's intentions towards Marcelia,
and his jealousy ultimately leads to the tragic events of the play.

Plot Summary

The play begins with Don Garcia returning to Navarre after a long absence.
He is immediately struck by the beauty of Marcelia, the wife of Duke
Alphonso. Don Garcia falls deeply in love with Marcelia, and he is
consumed by jealousy of Duke Alphonso. Don Garcia's jealousy drives him
to madness, and he begins to plot against Duke Alphonso.



Don Garcia's plot is discovered, and he is arrested and imprisoned.
However, he escapes from prison and confronts Duke Alphonso in a duel.
In the duel, Don Garcia is defeated and killed. Marcelia is killed by her
husband in the aftermath of the duel.

Themes

Don Garcia of Navarre explores several important themes, including:

* The destructive power of jealousy * The dangers of unchecked ambition *
The conflict between love and duty * The nature of madness

Language and Imagery

Fletcher's use of language and imagery in Don Garcia of Navarre is rich
and evocative. The play is full of vivid descriptions and powerful metaphors.
Fletcher also uses language to create a sense of atmosphere and tension.

Historical Context

Don Garcia of Navarre was written during the Jacobean era, a time of great
political and social change in England. The play reflects the anxieties and
tensions of the period, particularly the fear of political instability and the
threat of violence.

Critical Reception

Don Garcia of Navarre has received mixed reviews over the centuries.
Some critics have praised the play for its powerful characters and dramatic
plot, while others have criticized it for its excessive violence and lack of
moral clarity. However, the play remains a popular and important work of
Jacobean drama.



Don Garcia of Navarre, or The Jealous Prince is a complex and powerful
play that explores the destructive power of jealousy and the dangers of
unchecked ambition. The play features a cast of well-developed characters,
a compelling plot, and a rich and evocative use of language and imagery.
Don Garcia of Navarre is a classic work of Jacobean drama that remains
relevant and thought-provoking today.
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