
An Old Man's War: A Novel of the Near Future
An Old Man's War is a novel by John Scalzi set in the near future. The
novel follows the story of John Perry, a 75-year-old man who decides to
join the Colonial Defense Forces in order to fight in the interstellar war
against the alien species known as the Consu.
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Perry is a retired teacher who has lived a long and full life. He is content
with his life, but he is also aware that he is getting older and that his time is
limited. When he learns about the CDF, he sees it as an opportunity to
make a difference in the world and to leave a legacy behind.

Plot Summary

Perry joins the CDF and is assigned to a unit of elderly soldiers who are
being sent to fight on the front lines against the Consu. The unit is made up
of men and women who are all in their seventies and eighties. They are all
experienced soldiers, but they are also all aware that they are not as young
as they used to be.
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The unit is sent to a planet called Roanoke, which is one of the main
battlegrounds in the war against the Consu. The Consu are a
technologically advanced species who are determined to conquer Earth
and the other human colonies. The CDF is outmatched in terms of
technology, but they are determined to defend their homes.

Perry and his unit fight bravely against the Consu, but they are
outnumbered and outgunned. They suffer heavy losses, but they are able
to hold their ground. Perry himself is wounded in battle, but he refuses to
give up. He knows that he and his unit are fighting for the future of
humanity, and he is determined to do everything he can to win.

Characters

John Perry is the protagonist of An Old Man's War. He is a 75-year-old man
who decides to join the CDF in order to fight in the war against the Consu.
Perry is a complex and well-developed character. He is a man who is both
brave and compassionate. He cares deeply for his fellow soldiers, and he is
willing to sacrifice his life for the greater good.

The other members of Perry's unit are also well-developed characters.
They are all elderly soldiers who have seen their fair share of combat. They
are all brave and determined, but they are also aware that they are not as
young as they used to be.

The Consu are a technologically advanced species who are determined to
conquer Earth and the other human colonies. They are a powerful and
ruthless enemy, and they are not afraid to use any means necessary to
achieve their goals.



Themes

An Old Man's War explores a number of themes, including the nature of
war, the value of life, and the importance of sacrifice. The novel also
examines the role of the elderly in society.

The novel's exploration of the nature of war is particularly insightful. Scalzi
shows that war is a complex and often senseless affair. It is a source of
both great pain and suffering, but it can also be a source of great heroism
and sacrifice.

The novel also explores the value of life. Scalzi shows that life is precious,
and that it should be cherished. He also shows that even the oldest and
weakest of people can make a difference in the world.

Finally, the novel examines the importance of sacrifice. Scalzi shows that
sacrifice is sometimes necessary in order to achieve a greater good. He
also shows that sacrifice can be a source of great strength and comfort.

An Old Man's War is a powerful and thought-provoking novel. It is a novel
that will stay with you long after you have finished reading it. If you are a
fan of science fiction, or if you are simply looking for a good read, then I
highly recommend this book.
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